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KUALA LUMPUR is not ready to go
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Bukit Bintang Central

Environmental Committes (BECEC)

chalrman Simon Leang,

But that is not the only reason,

“Even after 16 years and 32 got-
ong-rayong in the area, the level of
awareness is still not there.

“People continue to throw rub-
hish into drains and on the street.
There's still a lot of work to be done
to clean up Bukit . We are
not ready,” Leong said, adding that
political will and a mindset change
were required to fully go green.

“As I see it, we are far from
achieving this,” he said.

At a gotong-rovong on Saturday,
Leong, who is also Federal Hotels
International senior general man-
ager, sald the amount of plastic
waste fished from the drains and
picked up in the alleys proved that
ciry folk were still backward.

“The Governmant announced
that Kuala Lurnpur will be polysty-
rene-free starting [an 1 next year.
But from the clean-up today, our
volunteers said there was a lot of it
in the rubbish everywhere,” he
said.
edeﬂgMdmhadpmuuuslyr

t starting Jan 1, 2017, polysty-
rene would be banned
Federal Territories.

Federal Territories Minister
Daruk Seri Tenglku Adnan Tengkn
Mansor, who made the anmounce-
ment in June, had sald only biode-
gradable products could be used in
Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and
Labuan next year.

The ruling was introduced in
Pasar Raja Bot in Chow Kit in July -
and was to be extended to include

night

trucks, shopping malls, hypermar-
kets and hawker centres over the
next few months,

‘ﬂ'i:ffe:erdse was to be carried
out ur phases to encourage res-
idents and traders to stop using
plastic foam products until the
Federal Territories Biodegradahle
Product Usage By-Law is enacted.

Restaurant owners, petly traders,
roadside stalls and even manufac-
turers of plastic foam will no longer
be allowed to use and make these

Leong, however, conceded that
compared to a few years ago, the
awareness level of the Bukit

‘tomrmunity on clearliness
had increased, but reiterated that
more still had to be done. -

Following the launch of the 3Znd
Bukit Bintang L‘enu-amomng-

Bukit Bintang yet to

embrace green efforts

Committee: People still using polvstyrene proclucts ||tter|ng streets
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Leong {Ief:] and I:lr Leong (nght] kicking off the ?.an Bukit Bintang Central Gmng Rwang 2016 on Saturday. .

Royong 2016, themed “Jom Bersih
Bulit Bin| 117 3RS, in the Plaza
Low Yat area on
Saturday, StarMegro followed some
200 volunteers who were armed

with brooms and rakes as they took

to the streets and alleys to clean up
the city's main shopping district.
Violunteers found drains to he

clogged with foam cups and boxes,

papers were strewn everywhere,
straws and plastic bottles were
stuffed into mail boxes and ciga-
rette butts littered the kerbs.
Some of the alleys behind areas
such as Changkat Bukit Bintang,
Tengkat Tong Shin and Jalan Alor
were filthy and even had illegal
cable extensions in the drains.
"There were palystrene cups and
hoxes everywhere and the plastic
rubbish and bottles were thrown
on the streets. A peek into some of
the.rubbish bins placed outside the
restaurants showed that rubbish
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Thomas Anthony said.
-~ Thomas, who was a volunteer at
the clearn-up, said it was his third
year taking part in the gotong-roy-

ong and there had been some
ent. -
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The mrlt:e-yeaﬂy clean-up organ-
ised by Federal Hotel International

is part of activities under the Local
Agenda 21 initiative.

The event was launched by
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DEKL) act-
ing project management executive
director Dr Leong Siew Mun.

Among those invaolved were
employees from Yayasan Muamalat
Belia, Association of
Environmental and Health, Plaza
Low Yat, Sungai Wang Plaza, Melia
Hotel, Metro Hotel, Ansa Hotel,
Royale Bintang Hotel, Federal
Hotels [nternational, The Federal
Kuala Lumpur and Hotel Capitol
Kuala L ’

AlsD present Were representa-
tives from DEKL, Indah Water

- Konsortium Sdn Bhd, Alam Flora

Sdn Bhd and the KL Fire and

" Rescue Department,
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B hair preducts and Urigls -

Laok out for Rewnd § of
The Star's 45845
Giveaways, whech is all
about being the mest
Eorgeous version of

prizes like RMS00 worth
of vouchers from Guess,
supetry, Gap, La Senza
and Vwaich Engna, Braun
Buffel wallets, Sacoor
Brothers' thes, L'Oreal

vouchers, This giveaway
will run from Qct 24 to




